








Decorative shapes for direct
Mosaic

Try cutting out

decorative shapes

from plywood before

adding the mosaic. If

you plan to screw the

finished piece to a

wall, drill the screw

holes before the

applying the mosaic.

Run a pencil into each hole to avoid

sealing them.

Indirect Mosaic

When a flat surface is required, for
example, a table top or work surface,
then an indirect method of making
mosaic

should be

used. This

is where

the

tesserae is

laid face

down onto

paper using

any water

soluble

glue/paste,

or onto

sticky backed vinyl and then set into stick
and grout. For outdoors mosaic cement
or concrete will give a very long lasting

result. Once set carefully remove the
paper or vinyl before applying grout.

Helpful tips for working indirect

Use 12mm plywood for

boards up to 60cm square

and 2cm plywood if larger.

Use Medite MDF because it
contains the highest level of

resin and therefore is unlikely

to warp in normal

circumstances. 16mm MDF

can be framed with 2cm long
vitreous tiles. If the mosaic is

a large one it will need to be

cut into pieces. Draw a series

of horizontal and vertical

wavy lines on the back of the
paper. These will act as registration
marks. Always use a water soluble glue
or paste.

Grouting

Powdered grout is available in a range of

colours. Mix the grout by pouring out the

grout onto a flat piece of scrap hardboard to make a
‘volcano’. Make a well in the centre and gradually add
water to the well until a'mud pie consistency is
achieved. If the grout

is too thin it will wash

out and too thick it

won't fill the gaps.

Starting on the

vertical edges,

spread the grout with

a squeegee or tile

grout spreader,

running it across the

surface in all directions to fill all the gaps. Before the
grout has set (this takes 24 hours), wipe off the excess
grout from the sides and surface using a cloth. Once
dried for a couple of days give the mosaic a good clean
with floor cleaner to bring up the shine.

Ready mixed grout is available in a variety of colours
ready mixed (this has a shorter shelf life). To help
prevent it drying out, lay a circular piece of paper on top
of the grout before closing the
lid. Follow the health and safety
instructions on the packet.
Finishing

Paint a coat of acrylic paint over
the grout to seal it and prevent
water seeping in under the tile if
the mosaic is outdoors.
Colouring the grout also helps to
create unity and bring out the
detail of a mosaic that has little
contrast.
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