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Air Drying Clay
Air drying clay requires no firing and has a hardener and/or fibres added to give it strength. It
has good plasticity, can be squeezed, pulled and pinched into shapes. Moulded and modelled
into 3 dimensional forms, rolled out flat in the same way as pastry and cut with a knife or clay
cutters. 

Decorative effects can be added with wooden stampers or by modelling detail and joining it to
the surface of the clay form. 

Children of all ages new to clay will initially be happy to explore its qualities but later they
will benefit from an introduction to some very simple techniques.

Preparing the Work Area
Protect children's clothes, tables and floors.
Model clay on a wooden board but roll up coils on heavy polythene or a laminated
surface to prevent sticking. 
Ensure everyone marks their work with their name before leaving it to dry - recognition
of it will be difficult after a few days.
Designate a safe area for finished work to dry. The drying time for clay is 3 days,
depending on the thickness and conditions.

You will need
Air Drying Clay 
Stampers and Cutters
Rolling Pin 
Wooden Battens 
Clay Tools
Garlic Press
Water
Aprons 
Cloth for wiping hands
Small sponges for smoothing the surface (keep it moist in a polythene bag).
Tooth brushes for creating rough surface for joining pieces

Storing Air Drying Clay
Keep clay moist and malleable by storing it in sealed plastic bag. If it becomes a little hard,
splash water on it before sealing the bag. Once hardened air drying clays cannot be reused.

Pinch Pot
The pinch pot is a good starting point for many projects. Take a small ball of moist clay and
press your thumb into the centre, leaving a base of about 1cm. Form the walls, by gently
pressing the thumb and fingers together rotating continuously until a cup-shaped pot is made. 

Tap the top edge onto the work surface to square up the rim, and rolled gently on its side to
smooth the side of the pot. 

Pinch pots can form the basis for many models. Two pinch pots joined make a sphere which
is also a useful shape for making models. Make pots with the same diameter rims, square them

Animal Masks

Design masks like those shown
using animal or human forms for
inspiration.
Identify factors such as the shape
and position of the the ears,
structure of the the face or snout,
and any other important features.
Make the basic shape for the
mask from card of paper formed
into a cube or cylinder.
Fringe, cut and score the card to
add character and form to the
mask.

Score solid lines and cut around
dashed lines.
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Costume
Make paper costumes as an extension of making
masks. Sometimes only a suggestion of a collar, hat or
coat, is needed to convey an idea. Children can then
use their imagination and place greater reliance upon
gesture and other forms of expression.
Costumes made with brown paper as those shown
may be decorated with cut paper and painted to
represent specific characters.


